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Internationalization is an issue of increasing importance especially for IT-related universities. In IT 

research, internationalization – i.e. conducting research projects with international partners and 

publishing results at scientific conferences worldwide – has been an integral part from the beginning. 

However, with the advancing globalization of the field, internationalization is receiving more and 

more attention also in IT education. It comprises a series of efforts like study programmes in English, 

the exchange of students and teachers with partner universities, the provision of internships abroad, 

the organization of international summer workshops or the participation in ERASMUS intensive 

programmes, where students and teaching staff from higher education institutions of several 

countries are brought together. 

Although internationalization is obviously an issue for IT education, it is not an easy task, and it must 

be well considered indeed if – and to what extent – a university wants to take this challenge. Much 

speaks against it, but it also provides opportunities.  

In this workshop, the pros and cons should be identified and discussed. It would be desirable if the 

participants could present some best practice examples, so that a common understanding can be 

developed. Questions coming up when considering internationalization in IT education include: 

• What external factors (political, job market, number of applicants, etc.) influence the 

decision to start with internationalization? 

• Does internationalization require a higher qualification of the organization and the teachers? 

What does it look like, what is necessary? 

• Can internationalization be implemented in a cost-neutral way? 

• Does internationalization have a positive / negative impact on the quality of teaching? Does 

it have an impact on the educational content? 

• How is internationalization perceived by the students themselves? 

• What about the rumours that most international students return to their home country after 

having finished their studies? 

• How to start with internationalization?  

In this workshop, the internationalization efforts at the campus Hagenberg will be presented in short, 

and they should serve as a starting point for further thoughts and discussions. 


