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Satzung 
FH Upper Austria Admission Rules 

Introduction 

These Admission Rules regulate admission to degree programmes and certificate programmes at the 
University of Applied Sciences Upper Austria (FH Upper Austria), in accordance with the Austrian 
Fachhochschulgesetz (University of Applied Sciences Act). 

Provisions from the Act are quoted where this is necessary and useful for the purpose of clarity. 

FHG § 11 (1) An admission procedure shall be conducted at least in those cases, where the number of 
applicants for a degree programme exceeds the number of available places. Performance-based criteria 
for the admission procedure shall be defined that take into account the educational requirements of the 
respective degree programme. Contingent on organisational considerations, interviews with all 
applicants shall be conducted and shall be taken into consideration when ranking the applicants. For 
bachelor’s programmes, the applicants shall be divided into different groups according to their prior 
education, with at least one group representing applicants with relevant professional qualifications. The 
groups of applicants shall be allocated to the number of study places on a pro rata basis. The applicants' 
assessments that are used as a basis for the compilation of the ranking list shall be documented in a 
verifiable and transparent manner. 
(2) The applicants shall not be required to pay fees for the admission procedure. 
(3) The applicants shall be permitted to have inspection of the assessment and evaluation documents, 
provided that they make such a request within three months of the announcement of the result. 
Questions regarding the personal aptitude shall be excluded from the right to inspection. 
(4) Admission procedures to university of applied sciences degree programmes may be repeated 
without limitation. 
(5) The provisions of para 1 regarding the admission procedure shall apply to university of applied 
sciences degree programmes according to § 2 para 2a. 

1. Admission procedure 

For quality reasons, the admission procedure outlined below applies to all FH Upper Austria degree 
programmes. Participation in the admission procedure is a prerequisite for admission to the degree 
programme concerned.  

Details of application deadlines and the admission procedure will be published in printed brochures 
and on the FH Upper Austria website. Written applications including the required documents 
(certificates, degree-related documents, theses, etc.) can be submitted by post or electronically. 

Two groups of applicants will be formed (for degree programmes with more than one organisational 
form, applicants will be split into two groups for each form): 

• Applicants with a general higher education entrance qualification (school-leaving 
qualification [Matura], secondary school leaving examination [Reifeprüfung], TVE Diploma 
Examination, or equivalent foreign school-leaving qualifications). 

• Applicants with a relevant professional qualification and (1) a corresponding university 
entrance qualification examination, or (2) a university of applied sciences qualifying 
examination, or (3) proof of equivalent foreign qualifications. 

Decisions on the recognition of foreign qualifications are the responsibility of the programme 
director. Where justified, applicants may be required to take supplementary or assessment 
examinations. 

The available study places are divided between the two groups of applicants in proportion to the 
number of applicants per group (calculated on the basis of the multi-year average). 



 
 

01.01.2021 / 1.3 / public  Page 4 of 6 

Satzung 
FH Upper Austria Admission Rules 

2. Assessment of applicants’ suitability 

The selection procedure consists of an optional written section and an oral section, which are used 
to assess the applicant’s general suitability as well as their suitability for the specific degree 
programme. 

• In the written section, parts of a standardised aptitude test and/or a subject-related test can 
be used to assess applicants’ basic ability to study. The results of these tests feed into an 
overall assessment, as well as a ranking which will form the basis for invitations to the oral 
section of the admission procedure where necessary. The written section of the admission 
procedure can be omitted if organisational circumstances allow for interviews to be held 
with all applicants.  

• Depending on organisational circumstances, the oral section of the admission procedure is 
conducted with every applicant. If the number of applicants is too high, the aforementioned 
ranking will determine which students are invited to take part in the oral section of the 
admission procedure. If the written section of the admission procedure (see above) is not 
carried out, every applicant must take the oral section. 
Interviews are held individually. The aim is to gain an impression of the applicant's reasons 
for applying and their suitability for the degree programme. Applicants have the opportunity 
to introduce themselves and discuss their reasons for applying for the specific degree 
programme, their plans for the future, etc. in more detail. 
Part of the interview may be held in English. The interview may be conducted by video call 
(e.g. Skype) if the applicant cannot reasonably be expected to travel to the interview in 
person. 

There is no limit on the number of times a student can apply for admission to a degree programme. 
The admission procedure is also intended to clarify whether the applicant’s proficiency in the 
language(s) of instruction of their chosen degree programme is sufficient. If the applicant does not 
have the necessary proficiency in German or English, they may be required to take supplementary 
courses or examinations, e.g. an FH Upper Austria Preparation Programme.  

Applicants who do not fulfil the subject-related admission requirements may be required to take 
additional examinations in the subject(s) concerned (see point 4 below). 

3. Selection criteria 

First-year students will be selected on the basis of criteria to be defined. These criteria will be 
specified in the degree programme accreditation application and will reflect programme-related 
requirements.  

Examples of such criteria include: 

• Transcripts for the applicant’s highest/most recent qualification including theses, work on 
projects related to the subject of the degree programme, outstanding achievements such 
as exhibitions, prizes in competitions, etc. 

• Results of the optional skills test 
• Relevant professional experience (especially for part-time degree programmes) 
• Result of application interview (personal goals and reasons for applying, language skills, 

etc.) 

In the interests of equal opportunities, preferential treatment on the basis of an application received 
in a previous academic year (e.g. a waiting list) is not permitted. 

The defined ranking criteria and their corresponding weightings must be outlined in the accreditation 
application, and applied in the ranking procedure. 

The results of the admission procedure must be clearly documented and records retained for at 
least six months. Applicants are permitted to access assessment and evaluation documents for a 
period of three months after announcement of the results of the admission procedure, in accordance 
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with section 11(3) University of Applied Sciences Act. The right to access assessment and 
evaluation documents does not extend to questions concerning personal suitability. 

Applicants may lodge an appeal against the programme director’s decision regarding admission 
with the Academic Board. 

4. Conditional admission 

FHG § 4 (8) First-year students with a relevant professional qualification shall take the required 
supplementary examinations either before starting their studies or up to a certain date in their 
studies, in any case before starting their second year of studies. In the case of study programmes 
for working professionals, an appropriate extension of this deadline until the end of the third 
semester at the latest may be granted. The supplementary examinations may be taken and the 
qualifications required for them may be acquired at institutions of adult education accredited by the 
Federal Government as recipients of federal grants, at courses organised by the Government, at 
publicly licensed private schools for master workmen or at institutions providing University of Applied 
Science degree programmes. 

Applicants who have related professional qualifications that satisfy the admission requirements, but 
who have not yet completed the necessary supplementary examinations when the degree 
programme begins will be regarded as degree programme students in accordance with section 4(8) 
University of Applied Sciences Act. However, the necessary supplementary examinations must be 
taken within one year of the start of the degree programme. For part-time degree programmes, this 
deadline may be extended until the end of the third semester at the latest, where appropriate. If the 
student does not meet admission requirements before the specified deadline, they must be 
deregistered from the degree programme and will not be awarded a degree. 

Applicants who do not hold relevant professional qualifications and do not (yet) meet the admission 
requirements for the degree programme may be enrolled as continuing education students. As soon 
as such students meet the admission requirements, they will be treated as degree programme 
students. If the student does not fulfil the admission requirements within one year, the student must 
be deregistered from the degree programme. 

5. Special regulations for university of applied sciences master’s degree 
programmes 

 FHG § 4 (4) The educational requirement for admission to a university of applied qualification or a 
subject-relevant professional qualification; the educational requirement for admission to a university 
of applied sciences Master’s programme shall be the completion of a subject-relevant university of 
applied sciences Bachelor’s programme or the completion of an equivalent degree programme at a 
recognised domestic or foreign postsecondary educational institution. This shall be an educational 
institution offering degree programmes lasting for at least six semesters which requires the general 
university entrance qualification under this Act for admission and which is recognised as a 
postsecondary educational institution according to the legal regulations of the country in which it is 
domiciled. In case that equivalence has been established basically and only certain supplementary 
qualifications are required for full equivalence, the programme director shall be entitled to tie the 
determination of equivalence to examinations to be taken during the Master’s programme. If the 
scientific and didactic concept of a university of applied sciences degree programme is based on 
professional experience, admission to such a university of applied sciences degree programme may 
be limited to an appropriate target group. If a degree programme requires proficiency in a particular 
language, students shall submit proof of proficiency in this language. 
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First-year students are selected on the basis of the following performance-related criteria: 

a) Completion of degree programmes with a workload of at least 180 ECTS credits 
b) Depending on programme-related requirements, a certain minimum number of ECTS 

credits for particular subject areas may be specified in the respective degree programme 
accreditation application 

c) Applicants will not be divided into groups 
Students who are admitted to a master’s programme, but have not obtained the bachelor’s degree 
required for admission by the time the master’s programme begins, may provide evidence of 
completion of the relevant bachelor’s degree by the end of the first semester of the master’s 
programme at the latest, with the approval of the programme director. If the relevant bachelor’s 
degree programme is not completed by this time, the student will leave the master’s programme 
and will not be awarded a degree. In any event, such students will be regarded as continuing 
education students until they have completed the relevant bachelor’s degree programme. 

6. Deposit 

Applicants may be required to pay a deposit for participation in the admission procedure. This 
deposit is related solely to the degree programme concerned and will be refunded after enrolment, 
either at the time the student leaves the degree programme or, at the latest, when the student 
graduates from the programme. 

7. Entry into force 

Pursuant to the Academic Board resolution of 30 September 2020, and following approval by the 
provider FH OÖ Studienbetriebs GmbH, represented by the University President, these FH Upper 
Austria Admission Rules will enter into force on 1 January 2021. 
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