
Aggression and peer-victimisation in early childhood 

 

This symposium brings together three papers on aggression and peer-victimisation in 
early childhood from three different continents; Oceania, Europe and Asia.  There is a 
growing body of literature which confirms that some children behave aggressively towards 
others during their early peer interactions.  The first paper in this symposium is by Swit from 
the University of Canterbury in New Zealand.  Swit examines the association between social 
cognition and behaviour in early childhood.  She reports on the findings of research with 3-5 
year olds examining the association between children’s views of relational and physical 
aggression and prosocial behaviours and their engagement in these behaviours.  The second 
paper is by Kucaba and Monks from the University of Greenwich in the UK. This paper looks 
at the role of the peer group in aggressive behaviour, examining peer-relations and 
friendships in relation to involvement in peer-victimisation during early childhood.  The final 
paper is by Lee from Chung-ang University in South Korea.  Lee reports on the development 
of an age-appropriate anti-bullying programme for kindergartners and the evaluation of the 
programme in a South Korean kindergarten.  All of the papers note the importance of using 
age-appropriate methods when working with young children, describing innovative 
methodologies, including the use of cartoons, animations, Duplo, games and stortytelling.  
Each of the papers in this symposium highlights the need for work to focus attention on 
understanding aggressive and prosocial behaviour among young children and the 
importance of age-appropriate programmes with young children, which appear to have 
promising effects in supporting children’s positive behaviour. 

 

Claire P. Monks gained her doctorate at Goldsmiths, University of London.  She is a Professor of 
Developmental Psychology at the University of Greenwich in London where she is Deputy Head of 
the School of Human Sciences and the Head of the Centre for Vulnerable Children, Young People and 
Families.  Her research focuses on the development of aggression and peer-victimisation, with a 
particular interest in peer-victimisation during early childhood. 

 


