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Proposition

Since individualism-collectivism cannot explain this

phenomenon in Indian culture, this paper makes the

following propositions:

 The dimension individualism-collectivism does

not exist in Indian culture;

 Important and essential elements of a culture are

unique to that culture and cannot be found and

compared with other cultures where they do not

exist.

 The development of the construct autocentrism -

omnicentrism to characterize the relation of an

Indian with him/herself and the society.
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Plato‘s Explanation of the Process of Perception
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 What is Hinduism?

 The basic philosophy of the Indians
- Karma

- Cycle of death and rebirth

- Unity of Atman and Brahman

- Universal law or the Dharma

- Importance of knowledge

- Advaita and Maya

- Indian philosophical systems

Basic philosophy of the Indians
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 Idealism

 Renunciation and nonattachment

 Oneness of things (acceptance of contradictions!!!)

 Illusions

 Liberation

 Nonindividuality

 Transtemporality

 Intuition

Guiding Principles of Indian Philosophy
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Brahman

Samsara

Atman

Brahman:   ubiquitous indescribable

principle of the universe

Atman:        Self

Samsara:     cycle of births and

deaths

Karma:       actions and their

consequences

Dharma:     eternal universal        

law

Atman ≡ Brahman

Brahman and Atman



 Autocentric: the tendency of a being to concentrate 

on his/her Self;

 Omnicentric: the tendency of a being to consider 

himself/herself as part of the universe

 Both autocentric and omnicentric tendencies co-exist in the person at 

the same time;

 The person uses both these tendencies as instruments to realise 

his/her ‘true self’ with the ultimate aim to free oneself from the 

cycle of death and rebirth

Autocentrism – Omnicentrism ©



• Change in autocentric behaviour leads to

corresponding change in omnicentric behaviour;

• When the autocentric and omnicentric tendencies

are equal to each other, then the person has

reached his ultimate goal of self-actualisation that

frees him from the cycle of death and rebirth (it

should be noted that this self-actualisation is

different than the self-actualisation referred to by

Maslow and other western psychologists) ;

• Autocentric and omnicentric are positive

tendencies with the aim of raising the person to a

higher level of consciousness



Knowledge plays an important role in both 

Autocentric and Omnicentric tendencies. Knowledge 

provides the fuel for both Autocentric and 

Omnicentric behaviour. Therefore, a person who 

does not seek knowledge possesses neither 

Omnicentric nor Autocentric tendencies
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