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Russian traditional and modern work ethics: 
Medieval Russia; 
Imperial Russia; 
Soviet Russia; 
Post-Soviet Russia. 
Stereotypes about Business and Work held 

by Siberian students (Results of 
associative experiment).  

Conclusion: stereotypes held by Siberian 
students in the national and international 
context. 



Rabota and Trud 
Two different attitudes toward work and 

labor in the Christian culture: 
Work as a curse (result of the Fall); 
Work as meaningful and honored kind of 

activity. 
Rabota (labor) - everyday productive 

activities for supplying life; 
Trud (work) - meaningful and significant 

labor. 



Trud as religious worshipping 
 (Ancient Rus)  

 Originally, the term trud had a religious meaning 
(monks’ asceticism and devotion). 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Nicholas Roerich. Saint Sergius Radonezhsky.  

 



Trud as state service 
(Imperial Russia) 

Now an academician, now a hero, Now a seafarer, 
now a carpenter, Was on the throne an eternal 
worker  

(A. Pushkin) 
 
 
 
 
Peter the Great 
1682-1725 

 
 

 



Trud as state service 
(Imperial Russia) 

The work becomes insofar meaningful and significant as it 
increases the power and prosperity of the state. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I. Repin. Ceremonial Meeting of the State Council  

 



Trud as state service 
(Imperial Russia) 

 Liturgy in the Temple of the State 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Dress coat  of an officer                             Chasuble of an Orthodox priest 

 



Imperial Russia 
 
 
 
 
V. Petrov 
Arrival of a New Governess  
in a Merchant House 



Soviet Russia  
Socially useful labor: the most honorable kind of 

human activity  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Soviet poster 
(1955) 

 



Soviet Russia  
Private business  was mainly forbidden in 

the USSR and strongly criticized if allowed  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Soviet propaganda poster 
designed by the poet 
V. Mayakovsky 

 



Post-Soviet Russia  
Attitudes toward business in contemporary Russia 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Early Soviet propaganda poster (1920s)                    Contemporary imitation of the Soviet propaganda 
 

 



Post-Soviet Russia  
Attitudes toward work in contemporary Russia 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Help! 
Soviet poster (1940s)                                        …and its modernized version  

 
 
 

 



Associative Experiment 
Questionnaire: 50 words including business and 

work; 
Participants: 240 students of Novosibirsk 

University (the Foreign Languages, Journalist 
and Humanities Departments about 95% - 
female students); 

Time: November and December 2013 



Associative Experiment 
Business perceived as 

money (108 persons, about 45% of the 
respondents); 

entrepreneurship (38 persons, 16% of the 
respondents); 

man, businessman (36 persons, 15% of the 
respondents); 

economy (13 persons, 5% of the respondents); 
material symbols or attributes (13 persons, 5% of 

the respondents). 
 



Associative Experiment 
Work perceived as 

routine, activity causing fatigue, hard labor, 
even slavery, rabble (82 persons, 34% of the 
respondents); 

money, salary (54 persons, 22.5% of the 
respondents); 

meaningful and positive activity (53 persons, 
22% of the respondents). 

 



Conclusion 
typical person engaged in entrepreneurial activity 

is a man who possesses  
a lot of money                     a briefcase 
 
 
an expensive suit with a tie 
 
 
 
an expensive car  
 



 

 
 

Thank you for attention! 
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